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Message from the Executive Director 
 
 

The 2011-12 fiscal year seemed to provide as many challenges as opportunities. AFAC 
saw movement forward in our national partnerships with AANDC, AFN and CAFC. 
Our meetings with AANDC demonstrated honest dialogue that discussed both the 
challenges of providing relative fire protection on-reserve compared to off-reserve 
services and the resource limitations that currently exist to meet those goals. AFN was 
invited to participate in the dialogue at both our Winnipeg and Ottawa meetings. 
 
The relationship that started in 2010 with the CAFC has continued to grow and was 
demonstrated during Government Relations 2012 week as the CAFC identified fire 
protection on-reserve as one of only two issues put forward in the CAFC Federal 
Priorities document. AFAC continues to partner with the CAFC on national fire service 
issues and holds an appointed seat with the CAFC Board of Directors. 
 
As AFAC matures as an organization it also meant moving forward to a truly 
standalone organization, the Board of Directors made the business decision to end the 
financial services contract with our BC Regional First Nations partner organization. 
Unfortunately the transition to AFAC financial management took much longer than 
expected and many business and corporate requirements needed to be addressed 
which consumed the majority of the Board of Directorsõ and Executive Directorõs focus 
for the latter part of the fiscal year.  
 
As the new fiscal year started AFAC had completed the majority of the tasks required 
and are committed to meeting the standards defined by all federal regularity and 
corporate business standards including Revenue Canada, Industry Canada, Treasury 
Board (AANDC funding) and corporate banking regulations. AFAC has moved its 
banking services to Ottawa as this is a central point that the AFAC Board meets at 
once per year should in person corporate banking functions be required. 
 
With our corporate financial transition behind us we look forward to focusing on 
improving fire services functions in 2012 and beyond.  AFAC is an organization of 
regional partners who volunteer their time and expertise. As we move closer to the 
2012 National Fire Competition being held in the Atlantic Region in Elsipogtog First 
Nations (Moncton NB) volunteers from both AFAC and the Atlantic region have been 
working behind the scene for months to bring this event together. On behalf of AFAC 
and the Board of Directors we look forward to safe 2012-13 year for the fire and 
emergency services personnel and the communities they serve. 
 

 
Blaine Wiggins, MA 

Executive Director, AFAC 
(A/Fire Chief, City of Iqaluit Fire-EMS Department) 
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Executive Summary: 2011-12 Fiscal Year Activity 
 

 
 

The Aboriginal Firefighters Association of Canada (AFAC) is a non-political, non-profit service 
organization with membership in fire and emergency-related services from Aboriginal 
communities across Canada. AFAC has been working consistently towards becoming a 
nationally recognized organization in fire prevention, education, training and safety, and is 
committed to providing the highest quality service whenever possible. 
 
AFACõs activities during the 2011-2012 fiscal year focused on five areas: 
 

 

 
  

National Aboriginal Firefighters' Competition 

National Fire Safety Poster Contest 

Fire Prevention and Fire Safety Education Programs 

Annual General Meeting  

Web Presence to Support and Promote Programs 

òWorking together to improve fire safety in all aboriginal/First 
Nation communities across Canada to protect and enhance 

the quality of life, health and safety.ó 
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National Aboriginal Firefightersõ Competition 
 

 
 
The National Aboriginal Firefightersõ Competition was hosted by the Manitoba Association of Native 
FireFighters (MANFF) at the Winnipeg Fire Paramedic 
Academy in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
 
Teams came from across Canada for this popular annual 
event, which took place from August 18 to 20, 2011.  
 
Day one was packed full of informative training sessions. 
Day two started with the team captainsõ meeting 
followed by the AFAC Annual General Meeting and 
lunch. In the afternoon teams participated in a golf 
tournament at the Shooters golf course. The Firefighting 
competition took place throughout the day on Saturday 
with the Awards Banquet held in the evening. 
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2011 National Aboriginal Firefightersõ Competition Results 

Place Team  Points 

1st Manitoba 

 

350 

2nd  Quebec 

 

310 

3rd Atlantic 

 

280 

Joint 4th/5th Alberta  

 

250 
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2011 National Aboriginal Firefightersõ Competition Results 

Place Team  Points 

Joint 4th/5th Ontario 

 

250 

6th Saskatchewan 

 

240 

7th British Columbia 

 

230 

8th 
 
Most 
Sportsmanlike 
Team 

Nunavut 

 

170 

  






























